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Assignment of Credit Hours. The institution’s assignment and award of credit hours shall conform to 

commonly accepted practices in higher education. Those institutions seeking, or participating in, Title IV 

federal financial aid, will demonstrate that they have policies determining the credit hours awarded to 

courses and programs in keeping with commonly-accepted practices in higher education, and with any 

federal definition of the credit hour as they may appear in federal regulations; the institution must also 

establish policies and procedures that result in appropriate awarding of institutional credit. 

Southeast Arkansas College defines one credit hour (a minimum of 50 minutes) as college level credit 

that is awarded for completion of coursework, the transfer of coursework from another institution, or 

the evaluation of college-level prior learning. One credit hour (a minimum of 50 minutes) reflects an 

amount of work represented in the intended learning outcomes, and verified by evidence of student 

achievement for these learning outcomes. A credit hour is awarded on the basis of the following criteria: 

For online courses; the completion of an equivalent amount of faculty instruction and student work, as 

stipulated in the paragraph above, may occur over a different amount of time.  

The following table illustrates how the instructional time and outside work time requirements should be 

met for a 3-credit hour online course.

Requirements for a 3-

credit hour Online 

Course  

Online Instructional 

Activity Time 

Requirements   

(work assigned)                       

   

Outside Work Time       

Requirements 

(amount of time 

student will spend on 

outside activities)  

Total Time Per    

Week Times Number 

of Week

 

15-week Online 

Course   

 

 

8-week Fully Online 

Course 

 

150 minutes (or 2.5 

hours) 

 

                          Weeks 

1-7: 307 Minutes (or 

5.1 hours) 

 

360 minutes (or 60 

hours)  

                                             

                           Weeks 

1-7: 743 minutes (or 

12.4 hours)                                                 

(150+360)*15=7650 

 

 

[(307+743) *7] + 

[100+200]=7650

 

The time of direct faculty instruction and student work may vary depending on many different factors.  

According to the U.S. Department of Education, section 600.2 of the code of Federal Regulations defines 

“credit hour” as:  

An amount of work represented in intended learning outcomes and verified by evidence of student 

achievement that is an institutionally established equivalency that reasonably approximates not less 



than the following: One hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction, and a minimum of two hours of 

out of class student work each week for approximately fifteen weeks for one semester or trimester hour 

of credit, or ten to twelve weeks for one quarter hour of credit, or the equivalent amount of work over a 

different amount of time;  

1. Or at least an equivalent amount of work as required in the previous paragraph of this definition 

for other academic activities as established by the institution, including laboratory work, 

internships, practicums, studio work, and other academic work leading to the award of credit 

hours.  

2. The credit-hour definition does not dictate amounts of classroom time versus out-of-class 

student work. There is no requirement that a 3-semester hour course meet 3 hours per week 

during a semester. The requirement is that the institution determines that there is an amount of 

student work for a credit hour that reasonably approximates not less than one hour of class and 

two hours out of class student work per week over a semester for a semester hour.  


